writer bio 

Kate Rigg--Playwright 


Kate Rigg was raised in Toronto Canada and began her tertiary education at the University of Toronto (2 Norma Epstein Creative Writing Awards) before visiting Australia to finish her honors degree in culture and creative writing at the University of Melbourne (B.A. Hons.; Experimental Writing Award)  While in school there, at her father’s alma mater, she also won an Australia Council Creative Development Grant, a Best of Fringe Award, and Melbourne International Comedy Fest Monologue Award.  

She then attended the Juilliard School of Drama (Dip. Acting; Interarts Award 1997, Summer Projects Grant, Interarts Grant for “m/OTHER/land”, Gluck Fellowship).   While at Juilliard she published “Sinta of Jakarta”, a verse play with Prism Press in Vancouver, and had her play “m/OTHER/land” produced at the Tarragon theater in Toronto and at Studio 301 at the Juilliard School.  There, she began the first workshop of her full length musical “Pictures of Dorian Gray” with composer Lance Horne, which was invited to the National Music Theater Conference at the O’Neill Playwrights Center, and received a full workshop at Manhattan Theater Club.  Their two short operas “A Suite for Fat Girls” and “Club Kid Cantata” premiered at the Clarke Studio Theater at Lincoln Center.  Dorian Gray is in development with Second Stage Theater and they are writing a new musical for the 2007 Cape Cod Theater Season.

Based on her performances in comedy clubs around the US and Canada, her music and comedy revue “Kate’s Chink-O-Rama” was premiered in 2001 at HERE Theater Center, then played at the  NY Fringe Fest,  Buddies in Bad Times Theater (Toronto), the HBO Time Warner Workspace (L.A.), Joes Pub at the New York Shakespeare Festival/Public Theater, the Brava Theater Center (S.F.) and continues to tour the country.  

Her play about Asian Adoptees, “Phoenix Rides a Skateboard” was commissioned by Theater Direct Canada, was produced at Theater Passe Muraille in Toronto and was published by Schillingford Press and excerpted for a monologuge book called “Shakin the Stage” for young people.  It was also produced in Romania in 2005 By Nottara theater and is a popular play produced in highschools.  

“Birth of a nASIAN” a new cycle of monologues and songs was part of the Jerome Foundation’s New Work Series was workshopped in  Minneapolis, Toronto, at La Mama ETC,  and in readings at Asian Theater Workshop’s Summerfest at Mark Taper Forum L.A, before going on to being touring New World Theater MASS, Vancouver Comedy Festival, Women in Theater Conference Toronto, ConWorks Seattle, OutNorth Alaska, MACLA, CCE Portland and the Comedy Central Theater L.A as part of  their 2007 season.

A NYFA Fellow and NEA award winner she is develping “The Urban Tao” a play based on oral history interviews with 81 Asian North Americans collected while on tour as a performer. Insights from these interviews were also shared at New York University’s A/PA Center’s 30th Anniversary Tribute to Maxine Kingston where Kate was a keynote panelist and at her recent performances at the Smithsonian Institute for Asian Heritage Month. She has received writing fellowships from The Asian American Arts Alliance, The Asian Women’s Giving Circle, The Ludwig Vogelstein Foundation, The Patsylu Fund for Women in Music, the National Performance Network, The Mark Taper Forum The Australia Council, The Canada Council and the Urban Arts Initiaive amongst others. 

In 2006/07 She was commissioned by the Center Theater Group/Mark Taper Forum P.L.A.Y. program to write “Dinner 101”, a multimedia play for high school age actors which was produced by CTG at Birmingham high school’s Arts Center. In 2007 she is the keynote speaker and performance at the Smithsonian Institutes Freer Sackler museum of Asian America for A/PI Heritage month as well as the Time Warner Companies annual A/Pi Awareness Panel.  She is also part of the Playwrights Lab 2007-8 at the Center Theater Group, Mark Taper Forum.

PRODUCTION HISTORY

m/OTHER/land (playwright) 
1992 Australia Council Creative Development Grant, production La Mama, Melbourne Australia, dir. Eilis O’Beirne.

1994 Canada Council New Works grant, produced Tarragon Theater, Toronto, dir. Lynda Hill

1997 Juilliard Interarts Award, produced Juilliard School NYC, dir. Lynda Hill.

Sinta of Jakarta (playwright)

1995 Commission, Cahoots Theater Projects

1997 published by PRISM Press, Vancouver Canada. 

Pictures of Dorian Gray (book/lyrics)

1998 Interarts Commission Juilliard, workshop production Clarke Studio Theater, Lincoln Center

1999 National Music Theater Conference Eugene O’Neill Playwrights Center

2000 Manhattan Theater Club (Workshop), dir. Dave Mowers.

A Suite for Fat Girls (libretto)

2000 Clarke Studio Theater, as part of “Short Order Operas”

2001 Steinway Hall NYC, dir Felix Ivanov.

2004 Cincinatti Opera

Kate’s Chink-O-Rama:featuring the Chinkorama dancers (book/lyrics)

2000 PSNBC/HERE Theater Center, NY Fringe Festival, dir. Dave Mowers.

2001 Buddies in Bad Times Festival Toronto; HBO Time Warner Workspace Los Angeles dir Dave Mowers.

2003, Brava Center For Women in the Arts, San Francisco, Dir Dave Mowers.

2002-2005 part of Joe’s Pub at New York’s Public Theater ongoing season of programming; touring show to various theaters/colleges.

Sez She (co-writer)

2003 CTG Mark Taper Forum/tour, dir. Corey Madden

Birth of a nASIAN (with Leah Ryan)

2001 Jerome Foundation development grant, hosted by Penumbra Theater Minneapolis

2003 Buddies in bad Times Theater (under title “Somebody’s Kid”

2004 ATW/Mark Taper Forum summer workshop/reading series; La Mama ETC 

2005 New World Theater, (MASS) ; MACLA (San Jose)  

2006 Out North Theater (Anchorage); Con Works (Seattle) dir. Leah Ryan

Phoenix Rides A Skateboard (playwright)

2002, Theater Passe Muraille, dir. Lynda Hill

2003, Published by Shillingford Press

2004, Nottara theater Romania

Urban Tao (in progress)

2005 NEA Commission grant through BRAVA Theater San Francisco

2006 Workshop BRAVA dir. Diane Rodriguez

Dinner 101 (playwright)

2006 CTG/Taper P.L.A.Y commission

2007 Birmingham High School, dir. Alexis Chamow

Americasiana (in progress)

2006 Dixon Place Commission, HOT Festival, dir. Kate Rigg/Kris Wolf;Bowery Poetry Club, NYC.

Some Articles

A Magazine, 2000 “I chink Therefore I am”

THIS Magazine, Cover story 2002 “10 Things You Shouldn’t say to your Asian friend..”

BUST Magazine 2002 “Best in Cho”

On and Off Magazine “The Reclamasian of the Broadway Musical”

Newswire/PRO Hip Hop/AdWeek “Ten things every brand should know about Asian Youth.”

RICE PAPER Magazine Cover

Other grants and awards:, Juilliard Summer projects grant (to develop m/OTHER/land), University of Melbourne Experiemental writing award, U of T Norma Epstein awards (poetry/short story) , runner-up Singapore Rep playwriting competition, semi-finalist MTC playwriting fellowships, finalist NYTW Van Lier Awards., commission Cahoots Theater Projects, Ontario Council Writing grant, ATW mini commission, Mark Taper Forum, NYFA Fellow,  NEA New Play Commission, Toronto Arts Council Playwrighting Grant, Dixon Place Mondo Cane Commission program, Asian Women’s Giving Circle project development grant.

Speaker/Advocacy

As writer/performer/seminar leader:

Partial list:  Syracuse University (Matrilineage conference keynote), Colby University (Multicultural Awareness Week), UNC Chapel Hill (Women’s Week Celebration), Sonoma State Diversity Week, National Women in Performance Conference Toronto (speaking on diversity in the arts and how schools can program more diverse speakers), UCSB Multicultural Week, Sarah Lawrence, Portland High School, Asian American Recovery Services San Jose(keynote speaker/performance),  Anchorage youth correctional facility, NYFA audience exchange program with City As School (at risk high school kids), The Door  NYC (at risk kids) New York University (30th Anniversary of Woman Warrior Conference with Maxine Hong Kingston, featured speaker), Smithsonian Institute (A/PI Heritage), Heritage of Pride Awards (host), Elizabethtown College (Multicultural Heritage Week), Asian Heritage Fest NYC (host).
